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they were not only sending further supplies to
London, but exporting considerable quantities
to France. The alliance of this mineral with
the iron trade, however, was not yet seriously
thought of. There was a " King's iron mine "
in Newland, in the Forest of Dene, a tithe of
the profit of which was ordered to be given to
the church of Newland. In 1312 the constable
of Knaresborough Castle was ordered to
" maintain the iron mine there as has been
wont/' There were also mines in Derbyshire
and Glamorgan, as well as the King's mines in
Devonshire and Cornwall. The operations in
these mines, moreover, must have been con-
siderable.

It was in connection with wool and its manu-
facture that the industrial expansion during
this period was the most marked. In the linen
manufacture a fair increase was also shown,
but it was upon wool and woollens that the
commercial prosperity of the country depended.
So important had the industry become that the
legislature resorted to exceptional measures
for its protection, and the staple restrictions
previously referred to were greatly strengthened.
In 1313, at the very time when Bruce was play-
ing havoc with Edward's forces in the northern
counties, a charter was conferred upon the
mayor and council of the merchants of the
staple, granting the privilege of naming one
particular foreign town as the only place to
which English wool and woolfels should be ex-
ported for sale. Acting on this order, Antwerp
was made the export staple, and " all mer-
chants, whether native or foreign," were en-